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WEDNESDAY 13th SEP 6:30-9PM

Get the facts at the Cairns 
Community PrEP Forum!

.info

PrEP (Pre-exposure Prophylaxis) is a form of HIV 
prevention used by HIV negative people who 
are at risk of acquiring HIV. PrEP involves taking 
a pill once a day, and research has shown that it 
has a high effecti eness if taken correctly.

Get the facts

Green Ant Cantina, 183 Bunda Street
Parramatta Park

Finger food and tea/coffee pro ided. 
Cash bar available. Doors open 6:30PM.
Enquires: bdawson@quac.org.au - 0488 035 722

Hear from people on PrEP 

Get an update on the QPrEPd Study
hich offers free PrEP to QLD residents



Cairns
WHAT’S ON?

Thirsty

Woolshed

Sunday 3 September
1

PrEP Talk

Green Ant Cantina

Wednesday 13Sept2
Cairns Amateurs

Cannon Park 

Racecourse

Friday 1 September
3

Firefighters Calendar!
www.australianfirefightersca-

lendar.com

Raising money for charities4

Balls Out Bingo 
 2018 Calendar!
Order from QuAC Office

Pride Kahoot’s Trivia

Green Ant Cantina

Wednesday 4 Oct6
Out! After Elton
Green Ant Cantina

Saturday 30 September7
Rainbow Family 

Playgroup, 11:30am 
Tuesdays, 86 Anderson St. 
For LGBTI families wanting 
to bring kids aged 
between 0-5 years old. 

Call 4041 5574

8

5

For all other events and ‘what’s on’ visit www.cairns.qld.gov.au/whats-on



Cairns Tropical Pride
PROGRAM OF EVENTS

18 SEPT - 9 OCT CAIRNS LIBRARY

30 SEPT 9PM HILTON HOTEL 2 OCT 9AM HOLLOWAYS BEACH

1 OCT 6:30PM 96 ABBOTT STREET

2 OCT 7PM EVENT CINEMAS CAIRNS

1 OCT 4:30PM 290 DRAPER STREET 3 OCT 12PM SALTHOUSE

Cairns Library Book Display
Cairns Tropical Pride and 
Cairns City Library present a 
book display celebrating 
PASSING GLANCES: A 
History of Gay Cairns 
by Ian Byford.

Out! After Elton
Party on after the Elton John 
Concert! Don’t let the name 
put you off - it’s, in fact, 
the former Ribbons 
Niteclub, as a 1990’s 
LGBT+ club space.

A Very Flash Mob
Location TBA

30 SEPT 3:45PM 

Survival
In cherished memory of those 
lost too soon. Join us at QuAC 
as our community elders 
share stories of survival 
- of challenges they 
faced and overcame.

Matthew Mitcham’s Up Close 
and Personal
FNQ Magazine brings you 
Australian Queer Icon, 
Matthew Mitcham, 
Based on his book, 
Twists and Turns.

Pride Picnic Paddle and Pooches
A day for every member of the 
Rainbow Family - extended 
families, nuclear families, 
couples, singles!

How Divine!
John Water’s cinematic masterpiece 
in glorious ODORAMA.
Experience the movie as the 
maker intended with the 
very last Scratch ‘n Sniff 
cards in the world.

Let’s Do Lunch
Located in an unparalleled 
location in the Marina, 
Salthouse boasts views of 
Trinity Inlet, the ocean 
and the mountains. 



30 September to
8 OCTOBER 

4 OCT 6PM GREEN ANT CANTINA

5 OCT 5:30PM EDGE HILL BOWLS CLUB 7 OCT 9:30AM PARADISO CAFE

7 - 29 OCT TANKS ART CENTRE

7 OCT 2PM TURTLE COVE RESORT

6 OCT 9PM GREEN ANT CANTINA 8 OCT 10:30AM TANKS ART CENTRE

Pride Kahoots Trivia
It’s Trivia, but not as you know it.
Each team shares a phone, 
tablet or laptop.
Video and picture 
questions are displayed 
on a big screen and 
sent to the phone.

Barefoot Bowls
Nestled in the foothills of the 
rainforest covered Whitfield 
Range lies one of Cairns’ 
hidden gems... the Edge 
Hill Bowls Club.

Opening Night Of Tropical Gaze 
Art Exhibition
Celebrate the launch of 
the Tropical Gaze Art 
Exhibition, one of the 
largest exhibitions 
of LGBT+ art. 

6 OCT 6PM TANKS ART CENTRE

Proud Womens Dance
Wine, Women and Song
Last year’s event drew a full 
house.
Let’s do it again!

Tropical Gaze Art Exhibition
Entries are now open for the 
2017 Tropical Gaze Art 
Exhibition.
Download an Entry Form 
above or email to art@
cairnstropicalpride.
com

Gay History Walk
Ian Byford, author of ‘Passing 
Glances: A Gay History of 
Cairns’ leads a walk of sites 
of gay significance in 
inner city Cairns. 

Queer Spring Break
7 hours of dance with top local DJs
Free form pool
Bar, Restaurant
Private, secluded, clothing-
optional beach.

Pride Fair Day!



QuAC Community
YOUR COMMUNITY

QUIHN and other workplaces received LGBTI inclusive training in Cairns, 
conducted by QuAC’s Ricki and Andrew 

QuAC’s amazing volunteers, coming together every Tuesday at the office to put 
important sexual health information packs together for NQ!
From left to right: Peter, Barb, Trinity, Paul, Alyssa, Tyson and Molly. 



QuAC Community
YOUR COMMUNITY

Ben and Nikki so excited to put the Cairns Tropical pride sign up at the QuAC 
Office!

Phil from True Relationships and Reproductive Health organised a meeting at 
the Primary Health Network when visiting Cairns. It was a fantastic opportunity 
for Ben and Nikki from QuAC to discuss ways to further the achievements in NQ 
reaching out to communities with health service delivery.



Strengthening Our Community
CAIRNS TROPICAL PRIDE

The Cairns Festival’s Grand Parade 
holds a very special place in our 
community. It’s a time that we come 
together, we watch as lovingly 
prepared floats waft down the 
esplanade, greeted by cheers of 
youngsters and their families. Friends 
who have grown up in Cairns say 
that it’s a tradition that sticks with you 
through to adulthood; much like fond 
memories of an easter egg hunt at 
easter or playing with your cousins at 
Christmas.

Could this community parade be the 
perfect platform to show our town the 
best of our community? Could it be 
possible to showcase the best parts 
of our diverse LGBT+ communities 
in one parade float? After all, there 
are so many colours, shades and 
flavours within our communities that 
in larger cities there are entire parades 
put together just for LGBT+ people 
and their supporters. What is our 
commonality that brings us together? 
We aren’t like the other groups in the 
parade, who might gather weekly to 
practice dancing, perform in a band or 
play sports. We are more complex than 
this.

Our community has wrestled with this 
complexity for a number of years, and 
have entered floats into the community 

parade many times. This year, under 
the guidance of Cairns Tropical 
Pride, we have entered our most well 
received float yet — and for once, we 
showcased our differences not just our 
commonalities.

Never before have I seen drag 
queens co-mingling with leather clad 
motorcyclists, outrageous costumes 
interspersed with plain clothes 
wearers, community elders speaking 
to community youngsters, macho gay 
men alongside our trans identifying 
brothers and sisters, Mr Leather mixing 
with Mr Feather. We united around our 
passions and our loves, everyone 
expressing their heart in a way that is 
true to them. No sashes, no uniforms, 
no sameness — our difference was 
allowed to shine through.

There is one symbol that unites us 
though — the rainbow flag. It’s six bright 
colours woven together like a rainbow 
tapestry symbolising difference and 
cohesion. Each colour wouldn’t work 
on its own, the colour sitting next 
to it helps to define the brightness, 
saturation, vigour and identity of the 
next colour. Each colour meaning 
something different to each person, 



but when flown together they mean 
something very special - Love for all 
and pride in our difference.

Cairns Tropical Pride is the custodian 
of the largest LGBT+ rainbow flag in 
Australia. This symbol of our pride and 
diversity was the centrepiece of our 
community float for this year’s Cairns 
Festival Grand Parade. It’s so big that 
we all needed to work together to keep 
it afloat! Everyone pitched in to help 
move our symbol of love and pride 
through the parade route. Surrounding 
the giant flag there was music, dancing 
and joy. Motorcyclists revved their 
engines, Drag Queens mimed along 
to the music, girls and boys sashayed, 
we all let go of our reservations and the 
night was brought to life.

For some of us, it was the first time 
to own our belonging to the LGBT+ 
community so publicly. It was 
confronting to think that we were 
going to parade in front of the wider 
community our sexuality. For some 
of us, it was just another parade with 
some bright colours, not having straight 
passing privilege in our everyday lives. 
I’m glad today that by all reports, those 
first-timers found the experience both 
liberating and exciting. 

Along the parade route, you could 
see people’s faces light up as they 
saw our float. The motorcycles would 
roar past, followed by a river of joyful 
people celebrating their difference, 
united around our rainbow flag. You 
could see a couple nay-sayers in the 
crowd but they were in the minority. For 
a fleeting moment, it felt like we may 
have won the battle for acceptance in 
our community — to be embraced and 

treated as people of value to the Cains 
region. 

For the young people watching our 
float in the parade, I have some hopes 
and dreams: I hope that they may see 
the joy that comes with accepting who 
you are without reservation. I know our 
joyful dancing and celebration reflected 
the freedom that comes with accepting 
others just as they are. We are all 
different and all united in our love. 

If the Cairns Festival Parade does 
indeed hold a special place in young 
hearts, that it might sit alongside 
memories of other valued family 
traditions, I am proud that we could be 
part of it. For us all, it’s worth showing 
our love through this endeavour, even if 
it’s a bit confronting at first. Expression 
like this is how real change is created in 
the hearts of our straight allies and how 
we can showcase the best parts of our 
diverse LGBT+ communities. 

Congratulations to Cairns Tropical 
Pride, their supporters and volunteers, 
who won 2nd place in the best float 
competition. Cairns Tropical Pride 
Festival runs Sep 30 - Oct 8. More info: 
cairnstropicalpride.com



Cairns Festival Parade 
PRIDE FLOAT
 

C!gratulati!s
Congratulations to everyone who marched in the Cairns 
Tropical Pride float at the Cairns Festival Grand Parade. 
Out of 85 colourful floats, Pride won second place! Well 
done to everyone involved, especially Andrew Wheatland, 
Destiny Rogers, Jen Miran, Nick Connor and Darren 
Ramsey.



Cairns Festival Parade 
PRIDE FLOAT
 

2nd place!



What Tha STAT?
 

 
There are 462 self-identified couples in this region with a split of 52% 
male and 48% female.  Overall this is 1% of all couples including those 
of opposite sex, similar to the Australian average.
 
Same-sex couples in the census refers to those that identify they are in a 
relationship de facto or married with someone of the same sex  and live 
in the same dwelling. 
 
This area includes
Cairns, Innisfail, Port Douglas and 
Tablelands.

The 2016 census was recently released with some interesting sta-
tistics (stats) on LGBTI people in North Queensland. Here are some 
figures-

241 male same-sex couples

221 female same-sex couples

An increase of 

39%
in same-sex 

couples 

from 2011 to 

2016

in Cairns 





Making Australia’s
LARGEST RAINBOW FLAG

6m wide and 14m long, Cairns’ 
LGBT+ rainbow flag is about as big 
as you can get in Australia. 

Flag seamstress Andrew Wheatland 
says “we were limited by the width of 
the road, and the length of the fabric at 
the store, otherwise it might have been 
even bigger”. 

Creating the flag was a team effort 
and took over 40 hours to sew 
together. “We didn’t have a space to 
sew such a huge item, so we ended 
up accidentally overtaking the space 
under the festival director’s house. We 
also had to borrow a sewing machine 
from Norman because I had the time 
but not the means to sew everything 
together” Andrew said. 

The process of creating the flag was a 
learning experience for all involved. “I 
became an expert at replacing broken 
sewing machine needles and I also 
learned how to re-adjust the settings 
on the machine to try and prevent the 
breakages.” 

Created for the Tropical Mardi Gras 
Festival in 2015, the flag has been used 
in three community parades, an art 
gallery exhibition and several beach 
parties. The flag’s huge dimensions 
make it difficult to use for indoor 
events, but flag custodians Cairns 
Tropical Pride are keen to show our 
pride flag as much as possible! 

Get involved with Cairns Tropical 
Pride Festival Sep 30 - Oct 8. More 
info: cairnstropicalpride.com







 

Your story can be shared 
with others at:

comeprepd.info

/comeprepd07 4041 5451 bdawson@quac.org.au



BoyZout Dinner
Tuesday 19 September
6.30 Meet for a pre-dinner drink in 
Smithfield Tavern,
Smithfield Shopping Centre.
7 pm BoyZout Monthly Dinner and 
Raffle at Smithfield
Tavern, Smithfield Shopping Centre.
Entrees - $10-14, Mains $16-24
Vegetarian available
To book your seat- info@boyzout.net 
or phone 0423 126 256 no later than 
midday Monday 18 September

BoyZout Barbecue by the sea
Wednesday 6 September
WHERE? – Clifton Beach esplanade 
north end
by swimming net (turn into the car 
park on
the large bend on Arlington Parade)
WHEN? – Wednesday 6 September
TIME? - From 5pm and enjoy a stroll 
along
the beach as it is the night of a full 
moon.
Bring BBQ food and drink or a picnic 
to share.
As the area is dog friendly you are 
welcome to
bring along your little loved one!
RSVP - just turn up!

BOYZOUT is a gay men’s social group based in the city of Cairns, a tropical 
paradise in Queensland, Australia, the wonderful gay capital of tropical Australia. 

Whether you are a resident or visitor you are welcome to BoyZout.

The BoyZout guys had a wonderful 
time at Crystal Cascades walk and 
lunch gathering in August!



ZEST

Currently ZEST is producing a 
2018 lesbian mental wellbeing 

calendar (which Cairns will get a 
sneak peek on Oct 6 at the Pride 

women’s Dance and will be available 
online or through the Cairns office), 

the 10th annual lesbian health survey 
(which will go live in Sept and Oct online) 

and an International Lesbian Day event in 
Brisbane on Oct 8.

If you would like to be involved you can 
teleconference in to the meeting (6.30pm, 1st 

Wed each month). 

ZEST Lesbian Wellbeing (formerly Lesbian Health Action Group) is an 
action group of QUAC supporting the health and well being of same 

sex attracted women in QLD. The group was originally formed in 2008 
and at one time had a sub branch in Cairns.



1 SEPTEMBER - 8 OCTOBER 2017
 

Gay Community
Periodic Survey in Cairns

For more info call QuAC on 4041 5451
or email bdawson@quac.org.au



Queensland's Anti-Discrimination Commissioner 

Kevin Cocks AM

Entry is free, but donations gratefully 

received. Refreshments and afternoon 

tea will be available.

To reserve your place, please RSVP by 

email to events@rqi.org.au

Connect with Reconciliation Queensland:

TWITTER: @RecQueensland 

FACEBOOK: fb.com/reconciliationqld 

LINKEDIN: linkedin.com/company/reconciliation-

queensland-incorporated 

INSTAGRAM: @RecQueensland

WEBSITE: www.rqi.org.au

Yarnin' Together
at Cairns Regional Council 

Civic Reception Room

Ground Floor,119-145 Spence Street, Cairns

Saturday, 9 September 2017
from 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Building a Stronger Community
You’re invited to a question and answer style panel discussion and to be part of the 

conversation about discrimination, racism, reconciliation and related issues.

Reconciliation Queensland founding 

member and Ghunghanghi Elder 

Aunty Flo Watson OAM

With more panelists to be announced soon…



Choose Life 
GREEN ANT 

CANTINA

 



Choose Life
GREEN ANT 

CANTINA

 



Support 
Services in 
CAIRNS
 
ANTI DISCRIMINATION 
COMMISSION QLD
Level 1/78 Spence Street, Cairns.
Phone: 07 40398600    Tollfree: 1300 
130 680
Email:  info@adcq.qld.gov.au www.
adcq.qld.gov.au

ATODS
Alcohol, Tobacco & Other Drugs 
Service & Needle Syringe Program
8 Aplin St. Cairns Phone: 07 
42263900

CAIRNS SEXUAL ASSAULT SERVICE
Phone: 07 40313590. 
Email: cnssexualassault@fpq.com.au 

CAIRNS SEXUAL HEALTH
Cairns North Community Health 
(upstairs)
381 Sheridan Street, 
Phone: (07) 4226 4769

CAIRNS LGBT ALLIANCE
A community group that meets 
regularly to discuss the social 
and political issues affecting the 
LGBT community in Tropical North 
Queensland.
Find us on Facebook : 
www.facebook.com/CairnsLGBT

GLWA/GAYLINE
Gay & Lesbian Welfare Association.  
Free LGBT telephone counselling 
service.  Monday to Friday 7pm to 
10pm. Phone: 1800 187527. 

JCU STUDENT ASSOCIATION
Support Services for all JCU students 
including Academic, Support, 
Advocacy and Welfare Assistance.
Int.Phone 07 4781 4400
Freecall: 1800 330 021
Studentassociation@jcu.edu.au

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 

call Molly  0403797130. Email 
mollyq@westnet.com.au or 
Sara Millard – Commissioner for 
Declarations.  Phone: 07 40325200

NAPWHA
National Association of People 
Living  with HIV/AIDS.   
www.napwa.org.au

PAC
Positive Action Cairns. Action/
support group for HIV+ people.  
Email: positiveactioncairns@gmail.
com

PFLAG
Parents & Friends of Lesbians & 
Gays. Support & information for 
parents with gay family members. 
Phone Pat & Bruce: 
07 40544685 or Pam & Trevor: 07 
40671326 Email: Pat.McKay1@
outlook.com 
www.pflagbrisbane.org.au

QUEENSLAND AIDS COUNCIL 
(QUAC)
290 Draper Street, Parramatta Park. 
Phone 07 4041 5451
www.quac.org.au

2 SPIRITS PROGRAM
Promoting Healthy Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait Island Communities
290 Draper St. Cairns.  
Hours:10am - 3pm

FOR MORE INFO VISIT WWW.GAYCAIRNSINFO.COM.AU



Phone: 07 40415451
Email: 2spirits@qahc.org.au

QLD POLICE SERVICE
Far North District LGBTI Liaison 
Officer Program 
Email:  LGBTIProgram.FarNorth@
police.qld.gov.au 
www.police.qld.gov.au/programs/
community/lgbti  
Blog: www.mypolice.qld.gov.au/
farnorth   

QPP – QUEENSLAND POSITIVE 
PEOPLE
Peer support for HIV+ people 
Phone: 1800 636 241 Website: www.
qpp.net.au 

QUIHN 
Queensland Injectors Health
Monday 10am - 4pm
60 Pease St. Manunda. 
Phone: 07 40321463 
www.quihn.org 

RESPECT INC
Support & information to NQ sex 
workers
7/24 Florence St. Cairns. Phone: 07 
40515009 
Mobile: 0413571394  or Townsville 
07 47244853.

RELATIONSHIPS AUSTRALIA 
Rainbow Counselling Service 
Local counsellor is Rebecca.  125 
Grafton Street, Cairns  Phone:1300 
364 277  
www.raq.org.au/services/
counselling/rainbow-service

TRANSGENDER SUPPORT (Trans 
Health Australia) Support for 
self & family prior, during & after 
transitioning
Phone:  0458 738 383 (Cairns)  

www.transhealthaustralia.org 
or Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trans.health.australia

Handy Numbers
FIRE, POLICE AND AMBULANCE 
000 (Free Call) or 131 444
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
4051 2872
AVIATION SEARCH AND RESCUE 
1800 815 257
CAIRNS BASE HOSPITAL 
4050 6333
CAIRNS CITY COUNCIL 
4044 3044
CAIRNS CONVENTION CENTRE 
4042 3200
CRIME STOPPERS HOTLINE 
1800 333 000
CRISIS CARE 
1800 177 135
DIRECTORY ASSISTANCE (Operator) 
013
DEPT. OF EMERGENCY SERVICES 
4052 3255
ELECTRICITY EMERGENCIES 
131 258
GAS EMERGENCIES 
131 161
GREAT BARRIER REEF MARINE 
PARKS 
4781 8811
HEARING IMPAIRED (TTY) 
1800 812 225
LIFELINE
131 114
NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE 
4052 3096
POISONS INFORMATION CENTRE 
131 126
RACQ (ROAD SERVICE)  
131 111
TAXI 
131 008 (24 Hrs)
TOURISM INFORMATION 
4051 3588

FOR MORE INFO VISIT WWW.GAYCAIRNSINFO.COM.AU



.INFO





Reduce risk. 
Use condoms. 
Test regularly.

Tell f*ckbuddies.

#Ready4sex

comprepd.info/ready4sex

GONORRHOEA 

ON THE RISE IN CAIRNS

VISIT

SYPHILISAND


